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ous situations and in the areolar tissue in relation to the ab-
dominal organs.

Cartilage or gristle is also a modified connective tissue.
There are three main types, hyaline (glass-life) cartilage,
elastic cartilage and fibrocartilage.

Hyaline cartilage is translucent and of a bluish white color.
It consists of large spherical or oval cells embedded in a nearly
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Fig. 2-22   Adipose (fatty) tissue,

homogeneous ground substance. The cells are frequently
found in pairs or groups and are then flattened where they are
in contact with one another (Fig. 2-23). A narrow zone imme-
diately surrounding the cartilage cells stains more deeply and
is thus marked off, though not very sharply, from the rest of
the ground substance. It is referred to as the capsule. Hyaline
cartilage is found covering the ends of the bones inside joints
(articular cartilage), between the anterior ends of the ribs and
the breastbone or sternum (costal-cartilages), and in the nose,
trachea, and bronchi. The greater part of the skeleton of the
embryo is first laid down in cartilage which undergoes gradual
conversion into bone (ossification) during the development of
the embryo and throughout the growth period of the young
animal after birth. The process of ossification is not complete
in the human subject until adult life.

